MINUTES of the ANNUAL TOWN MEETING of the St. BLAISE TOWN COUNCIL
Held at the St Blazey Community Rooms, ST BLAZEY
on
Thursday, 30th May 2024 at 7.00pm

PRESENT
Councillors:
J. Anderson A Pearce
F Wearne T Nethercott
C Parrock K Simms

In Attendance:  Town Clerk
Cornwall Councillor Pauline Giles
PC Dom Husband
APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Councillors Burt, Williams and Taylor.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on 25th May 2023, were taken as read, confirmed as being a
true record of the meeting, agreed UNANIMOUSLY and later signed by the Chairperson.

REPORT TO ST BLAISE TOWN COUNCIL BY CORNWALL COUNCILLOR PAULINE GILES

I was pleased to get Rundles Walk (Fore Street end) resurfaced, giving residents the opportunity to use the
path throughout the year without being ankle deep in mud. | would really like to get the rest done to
connect to St Andrews Road wetlands, so that families could use our recreational facilities on bikes and
improve access for wheelchair users. | will continue to put this forward and hope that this time next year it
will be done.

I was delighted to get Cornwall Council to see sense and realise increasing Kernow Youths rent of
Fourways to £10,000 was ridiculous and would result in St Blazey losing a great youth resource. The new
agreed rent is manageable and | hope Kernow Youth continue to their excellent work in our community for
many years.

Much of the Polgrean development is near completion, the five shared ownership are now allocated with
four going to families who met the primary locality connection and one the secondary locality connection.
The homes will be ready for occupation in September. The rentable houses are now live on Home Choice,
it has been a long slog to get to this point, but | am sure you will all agree the kerb appeal of Polgrean has
improved immensely.

The Police Station has still not reopened, this is at the top of my to do list!

The refuse collection change was initially traumatic, but with assistance and a little understanding, things
have quietened down. | hope to get first quarter recycling figures so that we can see the percentage
improvement in St Blazey. | would like to thank the residents for their continued cooperation, we all need
to do our bit for the planet.

StARR is all but complete, with the last few sign offs imminent. | know this has been a slow burn project,
with many affected not seeing any benefit. | am sure those in flood areas would like me to extend their
thanks to the landowners who have lived with upheaval for the sake of those affected. This project is to be
used as an exemplar for other counties considering undertaking similar and | know other areas of Cornwall
who suffer flooding would jump at the chance of being offered similar.



The change of bus routes which intersect St Blazey has been challenging. Now that things have settled
down, | am delighted to see more people waiting at the St Blazey Post Office stop, so am hopeful that
passenger numbers have risen. To ensure we keep the service, it is important that we all try to use it on
occasion, you never know when we might need it ourselves.

St Blazey had several events on to celebrate the Coronation of King Charles 11, it was great to see people
come out, but we need to build on this and push for more community involvement. St Blazey is a great
place to live, | look forward to seeing our residents out in force for our D Day celebrations in June.

This past year has been challenging with the amount of residents in St Blazey receiving Section 21 notices
(eviction) that compounded by the increase in utility costs has been difficult, | cannot stress enough, the
importance of keeping Home Choice accounts up to date to ensure you are ready to bid on anything local
which appears, | have been faced with families this year, contacting me wanting my help because they have
tried to bid on a property, but didn’t fit the criteria due to lack of updates. Unfortunately, I cannot override
the Home Choice website so was unable to help which has been sad.

I look forward to another busy year which is already bringing its challenges and will do my best to help the
residents of St Blazey as always.

POLICE REPORT

PC Dom Husband attended and gave the following report: -

St Austell Neighbourhood Team currently comprises of 8 police Officers known as Neighbourhood Beat
Managers, 5 PCSO’s and 3 Tri-Service Safety Officers covering the three geographic areas of St Austell
East, St Austell Town and St Austell West.

Staff changes for the last twelve months include an additional 2 Neighbourhood Beat Managers to join the
team in the next couple of months. Sergeant lan Chambers has temporarily moved to an Acting Inspector
Role with NBM Will Chesterfield acting in his absence. Inspector Trevivian remains Sector Inspector for
St Austell. The team covering St Blazey, Par, Lostwithiel and Fowey are PC Dom Husband, PC Craig
Boundy and PCSO Graham Wade.

The 3 Tr-service Safety Officers are based in Fowey, Lostwithiel and St Dennis Fire Stations, they work
collaboratively with Devon and Cornwall Police, Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service, South Western
Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust and Cornwall Councils Anti-Social Behaviour Team.

The Tri-service safety officer role provides three emergency services with a presence in otherwise hard to
reach communities. The early intervention work that the TSSO’s conduct reduces demand and impact on
the 3 emergency services. There are plans to open further TSSO locations soon.

St Austell Neighbourhood Team works closely with Cornwall Council Anti-behaviour Team, the ASB
Caseworker Katherine James is responsible for St Austell and outlying areas using the Local Authorities
specific powers to collaborate with the police to combat anti-social behaviour.

During 2023-24 St Blazey had 448 crimes reported although no specific trends. 86 reports of anti-social
behaviour including neighbour disputes which are not necessarily ASB but are recorded this way. There are
currently 35 reports awaiting follow up but due to staff shortages these are behind schedule.

The police have received many intelligence submissions for St Blaise during the past year ranging from
drug dealing to criminal matters and St Austell Neighbourhood Team would like to remind everyone the
importance of reporting incidents, crimes and submitting intelligence. Intelligence can help Devon and
Cornwall Police to build a picture on crime in the area, including organised crime groups (OCG’s) and
County Lines Drug Supply. Using this information from the public the police can target known suspects
and conduct proactive work to disrupt crime.



Councillor Nethercott asked when we would see a Police presence in St Blazey and specifically a person in
the Police room that the Town Council provide and was told this was delayed due to internet issues.
Councillor Nethercott said that he believed the best method of crime prevention was Police visibility and
when would this happen and was told that due to low police staffing it was not currently likely to be
extended beyond the low amount currently provided. Councillor Pearce asked if a copy of the Police
Recruitment Strategy could be provided.

MAYORS REPORT

I have enjoyed representing the people of St Blaise as Mayor for the 2™ year. It has again been a great
honour to represent the people of the Town and have enjoyed my role. My duties have been varied working
with residents and supporting the Community.

I have attended many events which included judging at Par Carnival, presented the good citizen award at St
Blaise Town carol service.

The Town Council welcomed a new Councillors this year Stephen Burt and please remember all our
Councillors are always willing to help. We continue to hold a Councillors Surgery at St Blazey Community
Rooms on the first Saturday of each month at St Blazey Community Rooms between 10 and 11am.

I am incredibly pleased to tell you that we have obtained funding for children’s play equipment and an
adult gym for Trailblazer Park. We hoped this would be installed by the summer holidays, however due to
the extreme wet weather we have suffered, the installation company is behind with other work so has been
delayed. We hope that the vandals will respect the new equipment.

Mike Collings is now our full time Warden and is assisted in the summer by Malcolm Rowe. The planters
have now been replanted with Begonias and | like many of you will enjoy lovely displays this summer. |
am sure that they will continue to do an excellent job cutting grass, looking after flower beds, maintaining
footpaths, conducting weed treatments, inspecting play equipment and keeping St Blaise in good shape.

Last year the Town Council held a Community Picnic in King Edward Gardens to celebrate the Kings
Coronation, this year on June 9™ we be holding another to celebrate the 80" Anniversary of D Day. Enjoy
the sounds of Beatnik Skiffel, a drink and a piece of cake and enjoy the Bouncy Castles and of course bring
a picnic if you would like. We will also be giving a prize to the best dressed in 1940’s costume.

I would like to mention Retta Matthews who has now retired as Church Warden for St Blazey Church as
has her assistant Helen. The church organised a buffet for them which I attended on Tuesday 30" April. |
would like to convey my and the Councils best wishes to them both and thank them for their service over
the years.

We have installed a salt bin in Churchfield Place and hope this will help the residents next winter.
I would like to thank all the Town Councillor’s for their commitment to making St. Blazey a better place in

which to live.

St Blaise Town Council needs all kinds of people to stand to become a Councillor. The qualities you need
are a desire and passion to have influence and improve the community you represent. If you are
enthusiastic about your local community, we need you. Councillors make an enormous difference to the
quality of life for local people. We need people from all backgrounds and experiences who reflect the
whole of the town to stand for election.

Finally, I must thank Gaynor, our Town Clerk, for her sterling work and guidance over the last year.

Meeting closed at 7.20 pm.



